Fifth Sunday in Lent

  March 9, 2008

Prelude                                                                             Pattie Mishler

Gathering

Hymn SJ #3 “Jesus calls us here to meet him”

Call to Worship  #830

Hymn #521 “Come, thou fount”

Opening Prayer

Children’s Time                                                          
Passing the Friendship Register

Pastoral Prayer                                                                Mandy Yoder

Hymn SJ #15 “Santo (Holy)”

Offering Ourselves to God

Offering                                                                            
*Doxology #119A “Praise God, from whom”

Hearing God’s Word

Scripture Matthew 23:1-15, 23-26, 33-36                        Angela Plank 

Godspell Selection “Alas for You”                                       Art Umble

Sermon “Who Are the Hypocrites?”                               Ryan Ahlgrim 

Responding to the Word

Prayer of Confession #697                                         Shannon Walker

Hymn of Response  #523 “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”

Children age four through grade five are dismissed for children’s music ministry.

Sharing of Joys, Introduction of Guests, & Sermon Responses

Announcements

Closing Hymn #409 “What does the Lord require”

Blessing

Postlude
*Please stand, if able.

You may pick up your Lenten symbol (sponge) as you leave the sanctuary—one per household.  

Pastor:  Ryan Ahlgrim

Associate Pastor:  Mandy Yoder            Pastoral Intern:  Shannon Walker

Elders: Erv Boschmann (chair), Gloria Hood, Aimee Mayeda, & Kevin Schloneger 

Worship Leader:  Mike Hood   ASL Interpreter:  Rod Deaton

Song Leader:  Jana Miller   

Greeters:  Donna & Steve Haines

Ushers:   Brian Friend& Robin Helmuth  

Nursery:   Caitlin Selby & Cal Swarbrick 

Ministers:  Each participant in the congregation                                 

UPCOMING SERMONS IN LENT:
March 16:  Palm Sunday—Shannon Walker preaching

March 23:  Easter Celebration

FELLOWSHIP TIME: 10:40 a.m.  Beverages are served in the fellowship hall.  

CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL:  

There are classes for all children and youth age two through high school.  The class lists are on the classroom doors. 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL:  

Sowing Tears, Reaping Joy taught by Shannon Walker explores various sources of grief (job change, death, geographical moves) and be guided toward healing using the Bible and musical interpretation.  Meets in the corner room of the overflow.

Sustainable Living:  The class has concluded sessions on Low Carbon Diet and begins a series on international issues.  Today Mary Liechty and Hillary Shilosio will lead a discussion on Kenya.  This class is coordinated by Gwen White and meets in the classroom opposite the kitchen.
Early Christianity:  The Experience of the Divine  A DVD-lecture series by New Testament scholar Luke Timothy Johnson showing that at the heart of Christianity is a convincing, personal experience of God.  Ryan Ahlgrim leads the discussion after the DVD lecture.  Meets in overflow room off fellowship hall.

Adult choir rehearsal meets in the sanctuary with Julie Deaton directing.  

Financial Update 

Contributions on March 2:                                                      $  8,516

Contributions YTD:                                                                   58,342

Projected contributions needed YTD:                                        61,588

Surplus (Deficit) YTD:                                                              (3,246)                   

Update on Building Fund

Contributions to date:                                                            $268,739

Contributions needed to begin construction:                         $500,000

Sunday morning attendance March 2: 215
 

ANNIVERSARIES  

	March 13, 1999
	Joe & Kelly Longenecker

	March 15, 1997
	Marla Kauffman & Warren Yoder


BIRTHDAYS

	March 9
	Samuel Unzicker

	March 10 
	Marty Flickinger, Ron Gerbrandt

	March 11
	Rachel Friesen

	March 12
	Karen Steiner

	March 13
	Jean Boyce, Marie Harnish

	March 16
	C.J. Yoder


TODAY  March 9, 2008

LAST CALL FOR FMC SURVEYS!  The survey box and extra surveys are on a table in the Fellowship Hall.  Every adult and high school youth is requested to fill out a survey.

Mentor/mentee event today from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  Pizza will be provided.  Bring a donation, please.  Bring a favorite card or board game.

 

THIS WEEK

Buildings & Grounds Committee will meet at the church this Monday, March 10, at 7:00 p.m.

Last Lenten Bible Study will be offered this Wednesday evening, March 12, beginning with a 6:15 p.m. light supper at Christian Theological Seminary, hosted by Living Water Christian Church.  Enter at the east entrance next to Sweeney Chapel.  Turn left and go down the stairs—follow the signs to room

Celebrate with FMC and SMC women at the Women’s Retreat at the SerVaas Fitness Farm (2525 West 44th Street) on Friday evening, March 14, and Saturday, March 15.    Submit your registration TODAY.  The food sign-ups are posted.  Check for what you would like to bring.

IN-MI Mennonite Conference cluster meeting meets at FMC on Saturday, March 15.  Delegates and representatives of our committees are encouraged 

to attend.  Registration is at 8:30 a.m.  Lunch is provided.  The meeting concludes at 3:30 p.m.  Let Ryan know if you’ll be staying for lunch, or if you desire child care.

NEXT SUNDAY
MYF fellowship night is next Sunday, March 16, at FMC 5:00-7:00 p.m.    The Deaton family is providing the meal and Jackson is doing the devotional.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Maundy Thursday Service on March 20, at 7:00 p.m. here at FMC.  We will see what Jesus’ last supper looked like and re-enact it, along with Jesus’ crucifixion and burial.  (This is not a meal; eat ahead of time.)  This special service will be meaningful for youth and children as well as adults.  Nursery care for infants and toddlers will be provided.

Easter Egg Hunt: Did you know that an Easter egg can be considered symbolic of the rebirth of man? Plus, our kids consider the Easter egg hunt a symbol of fun at church!  Be part of the Children’s Ed Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 22 – bring your kids at 10:00 a.m. for a doughnut.  The hunt will start promptly at 10:15 (rain or shine).  Donations of filled plastic eggs are needed by March 16 (drop off in marked box in Children’s Ed room).  Stop by the Children’s Ed room if you’d like to take some eggs home to fill.  Please fill eggs with WRAPPED candy, stickers, small toys or coins (no jelly beans or other unwrapped edible items, please).  
Easter breakfast is Easter Sunday morning at 8:00 a.m.  This is a gift to the congregation each year by the Fellowship Committee.  You may bring guests and family members as well.  

Bread for the World is organizing a one-day event on Saturday, March 29, at North United Methodist Church entitled “Advocacy to End Hunger in Our Time.”  For full details see the flyer posted on the P&J bulletin board.

MYF Random Acts of Kindness on Sunday, March 30, from 12:15-2:15 p.m.  Bring a sack lunch.  Devotional by Haley Bastin.

The Pastor-Elder Team and Adult Nurture Committee invite you to join author and pastor Brian McLaren’s “Everything Must Change” tour, hosted by Goshen College on Friday and Saturday, May 9-10, 2008.  This interactive event will focus on the biggest problems our world is facing:  poverty, planet, and peacemaking and what Jesus has to say about those problems.  It will include new music, creative worship, stories of transformation, dialogue with McLaren, and opportunities to network with other Christians who care about the world’s biggest problems.  You can register by signing up on the sign-up board in the fellowship hall.  Cost will be $79 per person, but this fee will be waived for those who cannot afford it.  This could be a renewing event for First Mennonite!

Save these dates--Vacation Bible School will be June 1-5.  Note this is beginning on Sunday and ending on Thursday.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Leadership discernment forms are in your mailbox or with your small group leader.  Please read the instructions and prayerfully consider who might fill each role.  Place your completed form in the labeled box located in the foyer by March 23.  All forms should be signed.  Self-nominations are encouraged.  Extra forms are available on the bulletin table.

Church Council has approved the following people to serve as the Search Committee for an associate pastor:  Ryan Ahlgrim (lead pastor), Kevin Schloneger (elder), Jana Miller (Youth Executive Council), Marcy Major (Children’s Ed), and Carmela Rosner (ARC).  Keep them in your prayers.

In 2006 Mennonite Church USA conducted a survey of Mennonite beliefs and practices in hundreds of congregations.  The Pastor-Elder Team of First Mennonite would like our congregation to take a portion of that survey.  Our purpose is to clarify and strengthen our ministries and mission at FMC.  We urge every high school youth and adult to complete this survey so that the results are as accurate as possible.  The surveys were due this past Sunday, but you may still turn them in today.
Memorial Easter lilies—If you would like to purchase a lily as a memorial for a loved one, please sign up on the easel in the fellowship hall.  The cost is $22.  Please designate the person you are remembering when you sign up.

Don’t take your stuff to Goodwill—at least not right now.  Save up all those goodies for our church rummage sale which will be on Friday and 

Saturday, April 18-19.  Proceeds will all go to the church building fund.  We will be offering children’s clothing—up to size 14, but no adult clothing, please.  We would love to have furniture, antiques, and lots of household items.  

2008 Chili Cook-Off winners were:  

· People’s Choice  - Katherine Cornelius

· 1st place – Amy Bixler

· 2nd place – Nate Beachey

· 3rd place – Jean Boyce

Thanks to the judges, JB Miller, David Stoesz, and Kenda Resler Friend for their hard work in determining our winners.  Auction goers, if you were unable to pay for your auction purchase or chili the night of the auction, please make a check out to FMC MYF and place in Deb Helmuth's mailbox ASAP.  We are hoping to have final totals from this fundraiser by next Sunday.  Receipts for tax purposes will be given out at a later date.
Living Christ’s mission of reconciliation


through service,


with justice,


by God’s grace.
Communion Schedule:

First Sunday in October (World Communion Sunday)

First Sunday in Advent

Christmas Eve

First Sunday in Lent

Maundy Thursday

Easter Sunday

Pentecost Sunday

Second Sunday in August
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Website address: www.indymenno.org     

Church e-mail addresses: 

Ryan Ahlgrim: rahlgrim@indymenno.org
Mandy Yoder: myoder@indymenno.org
Shannon Walker: sawalker@cts.edu
            
Jean Boyce: fmctreasurer@hotmail.com
              Emilie Walson: ewalson@indymenno.org
              General e-mails: fmc@indymenno.org
