First Sunday in Lent

  February 10, 2008

Prelude                                                                              Beth Goering

Gathering

Opening Hymn #16 “God is here among us”

Special Prayer of Consolation

On the occasion of the passing of Valerie Shankland 

Call to Worship SJ #135 Hispanic Creed (in English)

Hymn SJ#32 “If you believe and I believe”

Sharing of Joys & Introduction of Guests

Announcements

Passing the Friendship Register
Pastoral Prayer                                                                Mandy Yoder

Choir “In Christ Alone”  

Offering Ourselves to God

Offering                                                                            
*Doxology #119A “Praise God, from whom”

Hearing God’s Word

Scripture Matthew 4:12-25                                              Angela Plank      

Sermon “We Need the Kingdom of God”                       Ryan Ahlgrim

Responding to the Word

Godspell Selection “God Save the People”                            Ensemble

Children age four through grade five are dismissed for children’s music ministry.

Communion Hymn SJ #86 “Taste and see”

Communion

Closing Hymn #229 “Lord, you have come to the lakeshore”

Blessing

Postlude
*Please stand

You may pick up your Lenten cross as you leave the sanctuary—one per household.

Pastor:  Ryan Ahlgrim

Associate Pastor:  Mandy Yoder            Pastoral Intern:  Shannon Walker

Elders: Erv Boschmann (chair), Gloria Hood, Aimee Mayeda, & Kevin Schloneger 

Worship Leader:  Ralph Stutzman   ASL Interpreter:  Linda Belleville

Song Leader:  Mary Liechty   Choir Director:  Julie Deaton

Choir Accompanist:  Jana Miller

Guitarists:  Dave Talbott & Art Umble   Soloist:  Emilie Walson

Greeters:  Deb Helmuth & Beth Lehman   Ushers:  Ethel & Paul Hartman

Nursery:   Rachel Potenza & Cal Swarbrick 

Ministers:  Each participant in the congregation                                 

UPCOMING SERMONS:
February 17:  Matthew 5:1-12 Second Sunday in Lent

February 24:  Matthew 6:25-33; 7:7-11 Third Sunday in Lent

FELLOWSHIP TIME: 10:40 a.m.  Beverages are served in the fellowship hall.  

CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL:  

There are classes for all children and youth age two through high school.  The class lists are on the classroom doors. 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL:  

Sowing Tears, Reaping Joy taught by Shannon Walker explores various sources of grief (job change, death, geographical moves) and be guided toward healing using the Bible and musical interpretation.  Meets in the corner room of the overflow.

Sustainable Living:  Take global warming into your own hands.  The “Low Carbon Diet: 30-Day Program to Lose 5,000 Pounds” shows how to dramatically reduce your impact on world resources and save money in just a month’s time.  The last several sessions will raise awareness of international resource issues and human rights.  This class is coordinated by Gwen White and meets in the classroom opposite the kitchen.

Early Christianity:  The Experience of the Divine  A DVD-lecture series by New Testament scholar Luke Timothy Johnson showing that at the heart of Christianity is a convincing, personal experience of God.  Ryan Ahlgrim leads the discussion after the DVD lecture.  Meets in overflow room off fellowship hall.

Adult choir rehearsal meets in the sanctuary with Julie Deaton directing.  

Financial Update 

Contributions on February 3:                                                  $  7,445

Contributions YTD:                                                                   27,105

Projected contributions needed YTD:                                       34,215

Surplus (Deficit) YTD:                                                              (7,110)                   

Sunday morning attendance February 3: 161
JYF at winter camp at Friedenswald:  10

Our special offering for the Northernaires was $590.  Thank you for your generosity.  

Becky Oberg is again in need of transportation to church.  If anyone can assist with that, please contact Becky directly.

 

ANNIVERSARIES  

	February 15, 1986
	Carolyn Martin & Gareth Nissley


BIRTHDAYS

	February 11
	Katherine Cornelius, Nolan Lichti, Vanessa Snyder

	February 12
	Olivia Fajardo

	February 14
	Gloria Hood, Sam King

	February 15
	Nate Christophel Lichti, Phil Yoder Smucker

	February 17
	Nicholas Snyder

	
	


February 10, 2008

THIS WEEK

Membership class on Monday evening, 7:00-8:15 p.m., taught by Ryan Ahlgrim.  

A Lenten Bible Study will be offered every Wednesday evening, beginning with a 6:15 p.m. light supper:

· February 13 at Witherspoon Presbyterian Church, 5136 North Michigan Road

· February 20 at Immanuel Presbyterian Church

· February 27 at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church

· March 5 at First Mennonite Church

· March 12 at Christian Theological Seminary, hosted by Living Water Christian Church

· March 19 location TBA

Group Leaders Assembly (GLA) meets on Wednesday, February 13, at 7:00 p.m.  All small groups should be represented at this meeting.

The visitation for Valerie Shankland will very likely be here at the church on Wednesday evening, February 13.  The funeral will be here this Thursday, February 14, at 10: 30 a.m.   The service will be followed by a dinner at noon.   Everyone is welcome.

Don’t miss FMC’s Annual All-Church Retreat on February 15-16 at the Benedictine Center in Indianapolis.  The retreat begins Friday evening and concludes after supper on Saturday.  Saturday meals, swimming, and overnight lodging are covered by the church budget.  Flyers are in mailboxes with the schedule and listing of activities.  The sign-up is available on the sign-up board for lodging and meals.    Please bring snacks to share!

NEXT SUNDAY

Baby shower on Sunday, February 17, at 4:00 p.m. for Lali Hess and Doug Miller sponsored by their small group.  Everyone is welcome.  They will have a dessert bar with homemade goodies.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Women’s Breakfast on Saturday, February 23, from 9:00-11:00 a.m. at FMC.  Theme is “Treasures of the Heart.”  Everyone is invited to bring and share about a “treasure”—could be a picture, music, book. . .  Please bring a breakfast food item to share.  Two SAVE THE DATE items are:  April 26, women’s service project and May 10, women’s brunch.

Soup supper is Wednesday, February 27, at 6:00 p.m.  Sign up to bring food items on the sign-up easel.  Rhonda Sherer is the coordinator.

Next Church Council meeting is Wednesday, February 27, at 7:00 p.m.  All committee chairs are expected to attend.

The Oasis seminar on March 1 hosted by Oaklawn in Goshen, “Wrapped in God’s Mercy” shares a biblical response for the stigma and isolation from mental health issues.   This interactive seminar is for those who share a journey challenged with mental health issues.   For more information see the brochure posted on the bulletin board or go to adnetonline.org/Events/Oasis 

MYF Newsflash!!  Only 20 days till the MYF Auctions and Chili Cook-off scheduled for March 1 at 5:00 p.m.  The new deadline to turn in donation forms to Deb Helmuth's mailbox is February 17.  Check out the bulletin insert for items already donated for this auction and additional ideas from the 2006 auction.  Look for a full listing of donations in your mailboxes on February 24.  Receipts will be given for charitable contributions (donated and purchased items). The last day to sign up to join the chili cook-off competition is also February 17.  Join the fun and help us contribute to the building fund.

JYF lunch and duckpin bowling on Sunday, March 2, from noon to 3:00 p.m.  Bring a sack lunch.
 
The congregation is invited to attend the wedding of Erin Hartzler and James Rodman on Saturday, March 8, at 2:00 p.m.  There is an invitation posted on the general bulletin board as well as a sheet to sign up for attending.

Mentor/mentee event on Sunday, March 9, from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  Pizza will be provided.  Bring a donation, please.  Bring a favorite card or board game.

Don’t miss the opportunity to hear Parker Palmer speak on “Reclaiming Integrity and Courage in Professional and Personal Life” during events on March 14 at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church.  Dr. Parker is the 

nationally-known author of “The Courage to Teach” and “Leading from Within.”  For more information, see cards on the bulletin table or online at www.courageindiana.org
Celebrate with FMC and SMC women at the Women’s Retreat at the SerVaas Fitness Farm (2525 West 44th Street) on Friday evening, March 14, and Saturday, March 15.  Brochures have been distributed to mailboxes!  Submit your registration now.  Watch for sign-ups for food items.

MYF fellowship night is Sunday, March 16, at FMC 5:00-7:00 p.m.    The Deaton family is providing the meal and Jackson is doing the devotional.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

2007 giving statements have been distributed in church mailboxes.  Please contact Robin Yoder if you have questions or need corrections on your statement.
As Christians prepare for the season of Lent, Goshen College again offers an online spiritual resource to help believers make time and space in their hearts and minds for God. From February 6 to March 23, Goshen College students, faculty and staff will provide weekday reflections based on lectionary Scripture passages and the theme "Out of the depths" available online, by daily e-mail or RSS feed. To access the devotions or sign-up to receive them in your inbox, go to: www.goshen.edu/devotions.
Celebrate with FMC and SMC women at the Women’s Retreat at the SerVaas Fitness Farm (2525 West 44th Street) on Friday evening, March 14, and Saturday, March 15.  Brochures have been distributed to mailboxes!  Submit your registration now.  Watch for sign-ups for food items.

Don’t take your stuff to Goodwill—at least not right now.  Save up all those goodies for our church rummage sale which will be on Friday and Saturday, April 18-19.  Proceeds will all go to the church building fund.

The MMA Sharing Funds provided $1,725 in matching funds to support special needs in our church last year.  Delbert Culp serves as the MMA advocate in our congregation.  Please contact him for more information.

Living Christ’s mission of reconciliation


through service,


with justice,


by God’s grace.
Christmas Eve

First Sunday in Lent

Maundy Thursday

Easter Sunday

Pentecost Sunday

Second Sunday in August
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