A Celebration of Christian Worship

  January 20, 2008

Prelude                                                                   Priscilla Boschmann      

Gathering

Introit by Northernaires

Call to Worship #856

Hymn #592 “Love divine, all loves excelling”

Passing the Friendship Register
Pastoral Prayer                                                                Mandy Yoder  

Offering Ourselves to God

Offering

Doxology #118 “Praise God, from whom”

Music by Northernaires                                       directed by Pat Wiehe

Hearing God’s Word

Scripture Matthew 5:21-24                                         Shannon Walker         

Sermon “Reconciliation”                                                 Ryan Ahlgrim

Responding to the Word

Hymn of Response #322 “For we are strangers no more”

Announcements

Closing Hymn #579 “Lift every voice and sing”

Blessing

Postlude

You are invited to make a donation to the Northernaires.  There is a collection plate at the back of the sanctuary.  Checks should be made to First Mennonite Church with a memo:  Northernaires Gospel Choir.

Pastor:  Ryan Ahlgrim

Associate Pastor:  Mandy Yoder            Pastoral Intern:  Shannon Walker

Elders: Erv Boschmann, Gloria Hood, Aimee Mayeda, & Kevin Schloneger 

Worship Leader:  Marla Kauffman       ASL Interpreter:  Rod Deaton       

Song Leader:  Mary Liechty

Greeters:    Gerald & Mary Miller  Ushers:   Jeff Bisesi & John Marquis

Nursery:   Rachel Potenza & Cal Swarbrick 

Ministers:  Each participant in the congregation                                 

UPCOMING SERMONS:
January 27:  Matthew 8:5-13 “Faith from Surprising Places”

February   3:  Taize Service “Prayer”

February 10:  Matthew 4:12-25 First Sunday in Lent (Communion)

FELLOWSHIP TIME: 10:40 a.m.  Beverages are served in the fellowship hall.  

CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL:  

There are classes for all children and youth age two through high school.  The class lists are on the classroom doors. 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL:  

Sowing Tears, Reaping Joy taught by Shannon Walker is a class that will explore various sources of grief (job change, death, geographical moves) and be guided toward healing using the Bible and musical interpretation.  Meets in the corner room of the overflow.

Sustainable Living:  Take global warming into your own hands.  The “Low Carbon Diet: 30-Day Program to Lose 5,000 Pounds” will show how to dramatically reduce your impact on world resources and save money in just a month’s time.  The last several sessions will raise awareness of international resource issues and human rights.  This class will be coordinated by Gwen White and will meet in the classroom opposite the kitchen.

Early Christianity:  The Experience of the Divine  A DVD-lecture series by New Testament scholar Luke Timothy Johnson who shows that at the heart of Christianity is a convincing, personal experience of God.  Ryan Ahlgrim will lead discussion after each 30-minute DVD lecture.  Meets in the overflow room off the fellowship hall.

Adult choir rehearsals resume in the sanctuary with Julie Deaton directing.  

Financial Update 

Contributions on January 13:                                                  $  4,010

Contributions YTD:                                                                    9,891

Projected contributions needed YTD:                                       14,171

Surplus (Deficit) YTD:                                                              (4,280)                   

(Final figures for 2007 are still pending)

Sunday morning attendance January 13, 2008:  195

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thanks to contributions from FMC, over 100 health/hygiene kits were distributed to students in need at IPS Elementary School #63 in December.  You may continue to donate samples of shampoo, lotion, conditioner, tooth-brushes, toothpaste, and soap to Kathy Snyder, and she will pass them on to the school social worker for distribution.  Thanks again for your participation in this endeavor; the students are healthier and cleaner!

ANNIVERSARIES  [none this week]

BIRTHDAYS

	January 20
	Dylan Nissley, Rhonda Sherer

	January 21
	Carla Charles

	January 22
	Delbert Culp, Patty Kuntz, Paige Longenecker

	January 24
	Steven Krall

	January 27
	Jackson Charles


TODAY—January 20, 2008

New adult Sunday school classes begin today.  See the listing on the worship page of the bulletin.  Adult choir also resumes today in the sanctuary under the direction of Julie Deaton.  All singers are welcome.

THIS WEEK

Interfaith Prayer Service and March for Martin Luther King Day will be held on Monday, January 21, at 10:30 a.m. at Christ Church Cathedral on Monument Circle.  Flyer posted on the P&J board.

Membership class on Monday evening, 7:00-8:15 p.m., taught by Ryan Ahlgrim.  
Soup supper is this Wednesday, January 23, at 6:00 p.m.  Sign up to bring food items on the sign-up easel.

Church Council meeting is this Wednesday, January 23, at 7:00 p.m.  All committee chairs are expected to attend.

The next MEDA meeting will be Saturday, January 26, at 6:00 p.m. at the church.  Please bring food to share.  A slate of officers will be presented for approval.  Come and participate in a conversation with Justin Yoder, cofounder of Indie Bike as he shares his motivation for starting a new business. Trained as an elementary school teacher, Justin decided to forego the classroom for an opportunity to run his own business. There will be time for you to be engaged in the conversation and hear about the triumphs and frustrations of a new business owner. 
NEXT SUNDAY

A congregational meeting to approve the 2008 church budget will be held at the conclusion of the service next Sunday, January 27.  There will also be a congregational vote on the proposal to create a worship keyboards fund.  This fund has been approved by Church Council, but requires a congregational vote.

Annual MYF fund raising spaghetti dinner will be next Sunday, January 27, immediately following Sunday school.  Plan now to stay after Sunday school to eat this yummy meal in support of the MYF!

A memorial service for Tyler Sawatzky’s father, Erick, will be held at Eighth Street Mennonite Church in Goshen next Sunday, January 27, at 2:00 p.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Come to Mennonite Arts Weekend in Cincinnati February 1-3.  This biennial event celebrates the contributions of Mennonite artists by bringing together artists and members of the wider church for a weekend of worship, workshops, presentations, and performances. Artists and art enthusiasts of all ages are encouraged to attend! This year's theme is "The Power of Story" and how stories can transform and shape our world. Presenters include the Indianapolis Writers Group (Ryan Ahlgrim, Rod Deaton, Dan Hess, Martha Yoder Maust, and Shari Wagner), as well as Marvin Bartel, John Blosser, Sybil Graber Gerig, Jeff Gundy, Cyndi Gusler, Leo Hartshorn, Marlene Kropf, Christopher Matsos, Mark Suderman and the Bluffton College Camerata Singers, and Kim Thiessen. For more information, contact Alison Schumacher (257-3409 or alison_schumacher@hotmail.com) or visit www.mennoniteartsweekend.org.
 

Our worship service on Sunday, February 3, will be a Taize service.  This is a special service featuring meditative songs, chanted scripture, silent prayer, and lighting candles.  We do this service annually as a way of preparing for the season of Lent.  If you have never attended FMC’s Taize service, try not to miss this one.  Invite your friends. Many in our congregation have said that this is the most meaningful service each year. 

MYF Super Bowl party at the church beginning at 5:30 p.m. on Sunday, February 3.  Everyone is to bring something to share for the meal.  The devotional is by John Miller.

Ash Wednesday Service will be on Wednesday, February 6, at 7:00 p.m., at Immanuel Presbyterian Church, 3620 East 38th Street.  We will be joined by members from St. Andrew, Witherspoon, and Living Water Christian Church.  Come and experience this meaningful service that begins Lent, which will also link each person to a prayer partner during Lent.  Let Pastor Ryan know if you want childcare provided during this service. 

There will be a marriage retreat here at FMC on February 8-9.  Dr. David Chaddock, Director of  Center for Family Life Ministries at Second Presbyterian Church, will lead this retreat: “The Ministry of Marriage.” The retreat begins with a Friday 6:00 p.m. supper and concludes at noon on 

Saturday.  This event is free. For more details and to sign up, see the sign-up board in the fellowship hall. Contact Emilie Walson if you want childcare arranged at the church. 

A Lenten Bible Study will be offered every Wednesday evening, beginning with a 6:15 p.m. light supper:

· February 13 at Witherspoon Presbyterian Church

· February 20 at Immanuel Presbyterian Church

· February 27 at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church

· March 5 at First Mennonite Church

· March 12 at Christian Theological Seminary, hosted by Living Water Christian Church

· March  19 location TBA

Group Leaders Assembly (GLA) meets on Wednesday, February 13, at 7:00 p.m.  All small groups should be represented at this meeting.

Don’t miss FMC’s Annual All-Church Retreat on February 15-16 at the Benedictine Center in Indianapolis.  The retreat begins Friday evening and concludes after supper on Saturday.  Saturday meals, swimming, and overnight lodging are covered by the church budget.  Flyers are in mailboxes with the schedule and listing of activities.  The sign-up is available on the sign-up board for lodging and meals.    Please bring snacks to share!

Countdown to MYF Auctions/Chili Cook-Off....41 days.  Only three weeks left to turn in your donation form (by February 10) to Deb Helmuth’s mailbox.   Only four weeks left to sign up on the MYF bulletin board to bring chili or cornbread (by February 17).  Chili will be judged and prizes will be given for first, second, and third place, along with a people’s choice.  Don’t miss the opportunity to come join the fun and excitement on March 1.  Invite your friends!

Celebrate with FMC and SMC women at the Women’s Retreat at the SerVaas Fitness Farm (2525 West 44th Street) on Friday evening, March 14, and Saturday, March 15.  Brochures have been distributed to mailboxes!  Submit your registration now.  Watch for sign-ups for food items.

Living Christ’s mission of reconciliation


through service,


with justice,


by God’s grace.
Communion Schedule:

First Sunday in October (World Communion Sunday)

First Sunday in Advent

Christmas Eve

First Sunday in Lent

Maundy Thursday

Easter Sunday

Pentecost Sunday

Second Sunday in August
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