Fourth Sunday in Advent

  December 23, 2007

Prelude                                                                         Michael Stauffer      

Gathering

Choir “All Is Well”

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading Isaiah 42:1-4                                  Garrett Ahlgrim

Lighting of the Advent Candles

Hymns  #172 “O come, O come, Immanuel” v. 1,2,6

              #201 “Hark, the herald angels sing”               

Children’s Time                                                              Mary Liechty 

Offering Ourselves to God

Passing the Friendship Register                  

Pastoral Prayer                                                               Mandy Yoder

Hymn #215 “What child is this”                 

Offering

Doxology #119B “Praise God, from whom”
Hearing God’s Word

Scripture John 3:1-17                                 Mel Glick & Paul Hartman                   

Sermon “Born Again”                                                     Ryan Ahlgrim                                                                 

Responding to the Word

Hymn of Response #318 “Joy to the world”

Sharing of Joys, Introduction of Guests, & Sermon Responses

Announcements

Liturgical Dance “O come, all ye faithful”           Miriam’s Daughters

Blessing

Postlude

Pastor:  Ryan Ahlgrim

Associate Pastor:  Mandy Yoder     Pastoral Intern:  Shannon Walker

Elders: Erv Boschmann, Gloria Hood, Aimee Mayeda, & Kevin Schloneger 

Worship Leader:  Shannon Walker   ASL Interpreter:  Linda Belleville 

Song Leader:  Emilie Walson

Greeters:  Mel & Sherrill Glick    

Ushers:   Lynn Irelan  & Cindy Mast

Nursery:   Rachel Potenza & Caitlin Selby 

Ministers:  Each participant in the congregation                                 

UPCOMING SERMONS:
December 30:  1 John 1:1-4  Shannon Walker preaching

January 6:  Matthew 6:9-15 “Forgiving Others”  

January 13:  Matthew 18:15-20 “Setting Boundaries”

FELLOWSHIP TIME: 10:40 a.m.  Beverages are served in the fellowship hall.  

CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL:  

There are classes for all children and youth age two through high school.  The class lists are on the classroom doors.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: 

“The Bible for Beginners” Never read much of the Bible?  Don’t understand it? Ryan Ahlgrim leads a study of the most important parts of the Bible.  Meets in the corner overflow classroom.

“Just Food” is taught jointly by Marie Harnish, Lali Hess, John Hofstetter, and Devon Miller.  Meets in the classroom opposite the kitchen.

“Violence and Non-violence:  Theory and Personal Stories” This is the final session; led by Paul Hartman.  Meets in the overflow classroom off the fellowship hall.  

Financial Update                                         

Budget contributions YTD:                                                       $336,298

Projected contributions needed YTD:                                         358,061

Surplus (Deficit) YTD:                                                                 (21,763)

Darin Yoder would like to call our attention to a Down Syndrome child (age six) needing adoption.  For more information see the general bulletin board.  Do you know of anyone who may be interested?

Don’t know where to recycle batteries, cell phones, CDs, and other electronics?  Put them in the silver box on the Peace & Justice table.  Gabriel Kauffman’s school (Todd Academy) will dispose of them for you, keeping mercury and other toxic chemicals out of our air and water.

Karen Steiner is looking for a full-time or part-time job as a master’s level social worker.  She is open to a variety of specialties and has over ten years of experience.  Call Karen at 353-2362.

Mission & Service has given approval for this special project:

Mary Ellen Kessler will have apple pies and dried apple slices available  through Christmas for $8 each.  The proceeds will go to the Kenyan Aids Orphan Project.

ANNIVERSARIES

	December 26, 1964
	Devon & Margaret Miller

	December 27, 2003
	Nancy Fletcher & Nolan Lichti

	December 28, 1991
	Kevin & Lisa Schloneger

	December 29, 1972
	Jean & John Boyce

	December 29, 1973
	John & Barbara Marquis


BIRTHDAYS

	December 23
	Mary Liechty

	December 27
	Amy Bixler, Lisa Habegger, Dora Beth Ricketts

	December 28
	Curtis Beck


 December 23, 2007

THIS WEEK

Christmas Eve Service is at 6:30 p.m.  This is a family-oriented service with candle lighting and communion.  There will be nursery care provided.

Bring your extended family members or friends.  

NEXT SUNDAY

Next Sunday, December 30, there will be no Sunday school.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Membership Sunday on January 6.  The Pastor-Elder Team recommends Darin Yoder for membership by transfer.  

Congregational discussions and feedback for the Building Plan:


January 6 and 13, during the Sunday school hour, adults will have a choice of going to the Building Expansion discussion, or the Landscaping Plan discussion.  Please give your input to these plans!


January 13 at noon:  everyone is invited to stay for lunch to discuss the building finance plan (which stipulates that we need to have $500,000  in-hand before ground breaking).  Come prepared with questions and to suggest fundraising ideas.

Want to learn more about what it means to be a Christian and a Mennonite?  Ryan Ahlgrim will conduct a membership class on six Monday evenings, 7:00-8:15 p.m., beginning January 7.  Let him know if you want to join the class.

Mentor/mentee breakfast event on Sunday, January 13, at 8:00-9:15 a.m.  We will have breakfast and then join in small group facilitated discussions.  Female mentors bring some kind of food item to share.

The next MEDA meeting will be held January 26 at 6:00 p.m. at the church.  The program will be focused on “Starting a Business.”  More information to follow.

Celebrate with FMC and SMC women at the Women’s Retreat on Friday evening, March 14, and Saturday, March 15, 2008.  Watch for exciting details to follow!

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2008—MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

January 20:  North Central High School’s gospel choir, “Northernaires,” will 
sing during our worship service

February 3:  FMC’s annual Taize worship service on Sunday morning

February 6:  Joint Ash Wednesday Service—location still to be decided

February 8-9:  Marriage Retreat at FMC

February 15-16:  FMC’s annual all-church retreat at the Benedictine Center

March 1:  MYF fundraising event—auctions and chili cook-off

March 14-15:  Women’s Retreat (see other announcement above)

March 15:  IN-MI Mennonite Conference Delegate Cluster Meeting at FMC


(includes representatives from church committees)  

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The FMC Administrative Relations Committee (ARC) announces a part-time Office Assistant/Webmaster position that has become available for eight hours per week.  Responsibilities include maintaining a database of church members/participants and managing the church website.  Anyone applying should be proficient in MS Word, Excel and Publisher, have a working knowledge of how to maintain/utilize databases and have basic skills in website management.  Please see the full job description placed in church mailboxes.  If interested in applying for the position, please contact a member of ARC—Robin Helmuth, Chair, Carmela Rosner or John Boyce. 

Note from Robin Yoder.  If you would like to know what you have  contributed so far this year to FMC (either to the budget or Building Fund) to determine your year-end giving, please contact Robin.   Please note that all contributions must be dated by December 31 to be counted for 2007.


Pledges for the building fund for this year should also be dated for December 31 in order to be counted for this year.  Brian Friend encourages you to get your pledges in before year-end!

A request from Children’s Ed:  As we enter the season of gift exchanges and goodies, please be mindful that several children in our congregation are seriously allergic to tree nuts/peanut products.  Thus, as an inclusive church focused on safety, please do not eat foods with peanuts (peanut butter cookies, sandwiches, etc.) in common areas of the church as residual crumbs and incidental contact with the product could create a serious health situation for some children.

Help plant an olive tree in Gaza and the West Bank!  Since the year 2000 nearly 500,000 olive trees belonging to Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank have been destroyed due to “security reasons, the wall, and collective punishment policies of the Israeli military.”  These trees are an important income source for farmers.  Last year 8,000 three-year-old trees were planted with a goal of 30,000 more this year.  You can help replace these olive trees 

by mailing a donation, $20 per tree, to The East Jerusalem YMCA, Olive Tree Campaign, POB 19023, East Jerusalem via Israel.     




                     --From the Peace & Justice Committee

Tyler, Angela, and Haley wish to thank the congregation for the many calls, cards, and prayers of support following the death of Tyler's father, Erick Sawatzky.

FMC Meal Coordinator Needed

If you have strong organizational skills and like to use the phone and e-mail to make people really happy we hope you’ll consider stepping forward to fill the open meal coordinator position (volunteer).  The meal coordinator arranges for meals to be provided for FMCers after surgery, when babies are born, and at other times of need. The coordinator is informed of people who need meals through the P-ET and the church office staff.  The coordinator first checks with an individual’s small group to see if they are going to coordinate meals and if they are the meal coordinator’s work is done. If the small group is not going to be providing meals the meal coordinator works from a list of FMCers who have volunteered on the LSG to provide meals to set up a schedule for delivery. Those who have done this job in the past say that it isn’t difficult, but it does require organization and a lot of phone calling or e-mailing. If you are interested in serving FMC in this capacity or if you want more information about the job please contact Mandy Yoder. 

Housing needed for a person doing a senior practicum here in Indy.    Laura Lintz (a Goshen College student) will be working with Deaf Community Services from mid-January through March of 2008.  She will need housing and is interested in a room in someone’s house or perhaps to share an apartment.  If you have any leads or need more information, please contact the church office.  This request has come to us through Sheila Yoder at Goshen College.

Living Christ’s mission of reconciliation


through service,


with justice,


by God’s grace.
Communion Schedule:

First Sunday in October (World Communion Sunday)

First Sunday in Advent

Christmas Eve

First Sunday in Lent

Maundy Thursday

Easter Sunday

Pentecost Sunday

Second Sunday in August
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Church e-mail addresses: 

Ryan Ahlgrim: rahlgrim@indymenno.org
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Jean Boyce: fmctreasurer@hotmail.com
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